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Overview of Objectives 
Students will analyze arguments presented in excerpts from Thomas Paine’s “The Crisis, 
No. 1” and will write and present about their analysis in their own words by creating raps. 
This activity will prepare students for a larger writing assignment at the end of the unit.  
 
Rationale  
Students will use close reading skills to analyze what and how Paine argues. Students 
will then use their close reading annotations to create raps. This activity will serve as a 
writing to learn activity that will collect and sort their thinking in the middle of my 
Founding America unit. This technique is discussed in ​Content Area Writing: Every 
Teacher’s Guide​ (Daniels et al. 28). This will also be an opportunity for students to 
engage and take more ownership in their learning of 18th century literature as they write 
as Thomas Paine. This is an example of persona writing, which is discussed by Burnett 





Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where 
the text leaves matters uncertain. 
● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.6 
 
Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 




Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, 




Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
Materials 
Thomas Paine biographical slide (Founding America presentation), close reading 
handout, rhetorical devices review handout, document camera, excerpt handout, writing 
utensils (pen, pencil, highlighter, colored pencils), rap criteria sheet and rubric, YouTube 
links for music, microphone, paper, and a Chromebook 
 
Procedures 
After finishing attendance, I’ll remind students of the biographical information slide and 
rhetorical devices we have discussed. Next, students will receive the Paine excerpts, and 
we will annotate and discuss one passage together using the document camera. Small 
groups will then be formed to finish the annotations. After group work, students will 
return to a whole class setting and will share a couple of their excerpt notes. If there are 
any questions, we will discuss those at this time. Then, I will project and introduce the 
rap activity slide on the board and check for questions regarding the assignment. Students 
will form small groups again to begin writing their raps. Depending on the class, students 
may be able to choose their own groups. On occasion, I may group students beforehand. 
During group work, I will circulate around the room between groups. If any groups are 
having trouble creating their raps, I will remind them of alliteration, assonance, and 
refrain, which are terms we have previously discussed for poetry. Once groups are 
finished, students will present their raps.  
 
Assessment 
This assignment is a writing to learn activity, so students will not be assessed on 
grammar. The assignment is not weighty; a rubric is provided. I will also be checking in 
with groups as they annotate and create their raps to make sure they are on track. 
 
Modifications 
Printed copies of the criteria and rubric will be available for any student who wishes to 
have a hard copy of their own rather than just looking at the digital version on the board. 
I will also post the assignment handouts on Google Classroom. Students may write or 
type their raps as we have Chromebooks available in the classroom.  
 
Extensions 
This lesson will prepare students to use rhetorical devices in their own writing at the end 
of the unit where students are required to write their own Declaration of Independence.  
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